
 

 
       

Beverage Tax Advocacy 
 

With Philadelphia budget hearings beginning in earnest in May, the next month 
will be crucial in the consideration of the Philadelphia Sugar-Sweetened Beverage 
Tax. It is essential that PFMA members engage with their members of City 
Council and their customers to defeat this proposed tax. 
 
The goal of any advocacy efforts regarding this tax is to achieve a "no" vote from 
City Council members. We ask that PFMA members achieve this by countering 
the following myths and misconceptions that have been perpetuated about this 
proposal: 

 Myth: This proposed tax is for soda. 

Reality: This tax would be levied on much more than soda. Also included 
would be fruit juices, teas, sports drinks and teas. Please review the 
covered list from the American Beverage Association. 

  

 Myth: This proposed tax is only three cents per product. 
Reality: This proposed tax is three cents per ounce. Research 
demonstrates that the public at large does not realize how many ounces 
are in the typical product, or the total impact of this tax. 

 

Below are several ways that PFMA and its coalition partners have developed. We 
encourage members to use any or all of these means: 

1. City Council is holding several public meetings outside of City Hall to take 
testimony from their constituents. The first one is tonight, at Concilio, 
141 E. Hunting Park Avenue. It is likely that the Mayor's and the 
Department of Education will have teachers and parents lined up in 
support of Pre-K. At the planning meeting, several of the coalition 
participants indicated their willingness to attend and testify. If you are 
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available, we would appreciate if you or your employees could do the 
same. Please emphasize the potential costs to your customers and the 
difficulty of maintaining jobs when customers move outside of city limits. 

  

There will likely be additional meetings, but they have not yet been 
announced. 

  

2. We ask that you fill a cart or basket in a conspicuous location with the 
following products: 

  

Cart 
Goya Peach Nectar, 42 oz  
Ocean Spray CranApple Juice Drink, 64 oz  
Turkey Hill Lemonade, 128 oz  
Sunny Delight Orange, 64 oz  
V8 Splash Orange Pineapple, 64 oz  
Arizona Green Tea, 128 oz  
Snapple Peach Tea, 192 oz case  
Sobe Lifewater, 20 oz  
Country Time Lemonade Mix, 82.5 oz  
Three two-liters of non-diet sodas, teas, or lemonades, 64 oz each 
Gatorade, 160 oz case  
   
Basket 
Snapple Peach Tea, 16 oz  
Turkey Hill Lemonade, 18.5 oz  
Gatorade, 20 oz  
Two two-liters of non-diet sodas, teas, or lemonades, 64 oz each 
Sobe Life Water, 20 oz bottle  
  

Place either the cart or basket sign, and encourage customers to call the 
number to City Council. Please feel free to make substitutions in the 
products involved, but please remember that changing the size changes 
the tax. If you want to make substitutions, inform PFMA and we will redo 
the signs for your store. 
  

3. The No Philly Grocery Tax coalition has developed effective neck hangers 
for 2-liter bottles, stickers for 12-packs and store windows and other 
assorted advocacy materials. Please contact them to have them delivered 
to your store. 
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As always, if you ever have questions about our efforts or would like to suggest 
additional ways to advocate with City Council, please contact Alex Baloga or 
Steve Neidlinger. Thank you for advocating on behalf of both your business and 
all city businesses by encouraging Council opposition to this tax. 
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